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My goals as an art educator are:

· to provide the best art education experience possible for each and every student 

· to continue to grow professionally myself

· to promote quality arts education opportunities for students and teachers not only in my community, but across the state and nation.

Providing a positive learning environment where all of my students feel welcome and free to create is essential. At the same time, it is my top priority to build a student’s self confidence. I can’t think of a better subject area in which to do that than the visual arts. When working with students with a multitude of differences in levels of abilities, and with many special education students mainstreamed into each class, differentiation of curriculum is also a necessity to breed success. Once a student feels successful, he or she is more likely to be thirsty for more. I also believe that each student’s area of interest is a building block upon which to teach. Having student art work exhibited in prestigious places also builds their self esteem, so I believe it is my responsibility to make that happen in places such as the Governor’s office, State Superintendent’s office, other state offices, State Arts Advocacy meetings, as well as in the community and in the school.
I believe that to be an exceptional art educator, I must also continue to grow professionally myself. I’ve felt continually driven to organize, present, or attend workshops in arts education at the state and national levels that deal with current issues in arts education. I also believe it is crucial for an art educator to be a practicing artist in order to be the best possible arts educator, so I use my creative talents to provide all the visuals for my church, design brochures and advertisement flyers for state exhibits and events, create watercolor paintings and digital photography for exhibits, gifts, and as donations for auctions for charitable organizations.
In addition to growing professionally, I believe that I should never settle for anything less than the absolute best that I can do. I have felt a need to try to make a difference beyond the classroom. As an art educator I believe that I should not only be aware of, but also actively involved in, what is going on at the state and national levels regarding arts education. By becoming a leader in the state and national art organizations, I have gained significant insight and have become a better role model for the students for whom I am responsible. 

In summary, I believe that my passion for quality arts education is evident in the learning environment atmosphere that I create for my students, in my continual efforts of professional development opportunities for myself and as a presenter, and in my leadership roles of state and national art education associations to promote quality arts education opportunities for each and every child.
